        “Zoo” Notes

Class Handout

Foreshadowing: a literary technique used by many different authors to provide clues for the reader to be able to predict what might occur later on in the story.

Suspense: apprehension about what is going to happen. Suspense is a feeling of uncertainty and anxiety about the outcome of certain actions, most often referring to an audience's perceptions in a dramatic work.

Allegory: fable: a short moral story (often with animal characters) An expressive style that uses fictional characters and events to describe some subject by suggestive resemblances; an extended metaphor.
Irony: A statement that, when taken in context, may actually mean the opposite of what is written literally.
Symbolism: a system of symbols and symbolic representations.

Summary

The story “Zoo” by Edward D. Hoch is about a professor who brings alien-like creatures from other planets to earth. This time, Professor Hugo brings the little known horse spider people from Kaan to the planet earth. The people of earth are astonished by the inter-galactic creatures. Then, the horse spider people from Kaan return home to their own planet. One horse spider family tells the mother that she should of came with them and that it was the very best Zoo ever! So, an important point in the story is that the humans are seeing a zoo, but some are the creatures!
